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hour). This exceeded the world record of speed for
a plane with a pilot and two passengers, and was grati-
fying from every standpoint.
The marked improvement in the plane was not
obtained by good luck or blind cut and try method.
It was the result of planned effort based on an analysis
of the characteristics of the S-6, and on research by
methods and equipment that were available. While
both were primitive and crude, yet they proved to be
basically correct and, therefore, led to new and more
ambitious plans. The general idea of a large flying
ship with several motors, and comfortable closed
cabins, had been an ideal for a long time, but none
had been designed. It was in December, 1911, after the
successful work of transforming the S-6 into the S-6-A,
that I started actual calculations, drawings and even
full size lay-outs of a large aeroplane with four motors.
In February, 1915, the S-6-A received the highest
award in the Moscow aircraft exhibition. During the
following spring I completed negotiations, and entered
into an agreement with the Russian Baltic Railroad
Car Factory. The contract included the sale of ex-
clusive design rights on the S-6-A and all other designs
and inventions in aviation that I had, as well as the
ones that would be made during the five years to come.
It further gave me the position of designer and chief
engineer of the aircraft factory of the company. In addi-
tion to a salary and royalties, the contract stipulated my
right to build not less than one experimental aeroplane
of a new type every year, at the expense of the com-
pany. It was understood that I would move to Petro-
grad within two weeks and would assume my new duties.
This event completed the first period of my avia-